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Current state of play

• First phase of development of DNA-based method for assessing 
seabed quality complete

• Operators will be able to use for demonstrating compliance

• Procedures enabling roll-out finalised in the next few months

• Machine-learning & second phase development project will 
progressively expand the number of sites at which it can be 
used.



PUBLIC

PUBLIC

• Will provide a more forensic-like approach 

• Large number of samples can be processed simultaneously

• Much quicker assessments of environmental performance 

• Operators can act to address any significant issues earlier

What does it mean?

• First phase help target assessments on sites with marginal 
performance 


